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aid in their fight for freedom. Then, early in 1898, an
event happened which was to jolt the Americans out of
their apathy. The American battleship Maine was in the
harbour of Havana, the capital of Cuba, where she had
been sent to protect American interests, when suddenly,
on, the night of February 15, there was a terrific ex-
plosion which blew the ship to pieces, sent her to the
bottom, and caused the death of two hundred and sixty
of her crew. To this day there is no certainty as to what
caused the disaster, though possibly it was due to faulty
ammunition in the ship's magazine. At thfe time, how-
ever, people in America were convinced that the
Spaniards had in some way brought about the destruc-
tion of the battleship, and from all over the country
came demands that those responsible for the deed should
be punished. Some negotiations between the two nations
followed, but nothing came of them, and at last, on
April 25, 1898, Congress declared war on Spain.

All this time Roosevelt, feeling assured that hostili-
ties with Spain were bound to come, had been busy
preparing the navy for war. When he heard of the
sinking of the Maine, he sent orders to Commodore
Dewey, commanding an American fleet at Hong Kong,
instructing him to be ready to sail to the Philippine
Islands and attack the Spaniards immediately war was
declared. Meanwhile, at home he chartered troopships,
laid in stocks of ammunition, coal, and other vital sup-
plies, so that when the hour came the United States
navy was folly prepared.

Roosevelt felt that he had done his bit as a civilian,
and now that fighting men were needed, his one wish was